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Lack of Funds 
Is Hampering 
U.S. Intelligence 

In the tricky business of es- 
pionage, the United States has, or 
should have, an enormous advantage 
over the Soviet Union: our superior 
technology. 

The intelligence-collecting devices 
we have positioned around the world 
and in space are far ahead of any- 
thing the Soviets have in that line 

But U.S. intelligence gathering 
has been falling behind the Soviets’ 
for one simple, inexcusable reason: 
lack of funds. 

The result of this -false economy 
by recent administrations/ particu- 
larly the Jimmy Carter White 
House, is that our intelligence agen- 
cies may be effectively blind in a few 
years, groping helplessly for informa- 
tion on Soviet military activity. 

The degrading pf our intelligence 
technology is a shocking problem 
that needs to be talked about. 

At a time when hundreds of bil- 
lions are being spent on military 
hardware, some of it of dubious val- 
ue, it makes no sense to pinch pen- 
nies on the technological “eves” that 
would tell our leaders where these 
costly new weapons, can best be 
used. 


Yet it is precisely the fact that 
technical gathering of vital intelli- 
gence is conducted in secret that has . 
"put the programs, in jeopardy. It’s 
always easier to cut budgets in areas 
-the public can’t see. -v-V 

In fairness, it should he pointed 
out that the Reagan administration 
has increased spending for technical 
intelligence. But some CIA sources 
argue that it’s still not enough. 

A top-secret review by a CLA over- 
sight group issues this grave warning . 
about one sophisticated information- 
collection system: “The failure of a 
single launch in the early to mid- 
1980s -could negate all of -our capa- 
bility for {that system] for a pro- 
tracted period of time.” 

As for the space shuttle, from 
which some spy satellites are 
launched, the report added that “a 
failure of the space shuttle could be 
disastrous for the entire technical 
intelligence collection effort” 

Who’s to blame? The review says 
the collection Systems were “grossly 
underfunded during the Carter years 
as continuation of budget cuts ini- 
tiated during the Ford administra- 
tion.” 

Until the CIA’s budget increase 
under President Reagan, the agency 
was spending only about $1 billion a 
year on technical collection, an 
amount the document describes sim- 
ply as “not adequate.” 

In 1977, President Carter halted 
production of the best satellite sys- 
tem for high-resolution (that is, 'ex- 


tremely sharp) phoio reconnaissance, 
and only a few such satellites remain 
in inventory. In another area, too 
sensitive to detail here. Carter 
«oonomie6 left the CIA able to make 
only' one launch per. -year through 
1984. The result wilT be a five- to 
six-month interval when the United 
States will be blind. 

Only two high-altitude telemetry 
satellites, which pick up Soviet com- 
munications. are in operation, and 
“both are dying," the oversight re- 
view warns. 

An improved version of a fourth 
•spy-satellite system is being pre- i 
pared for a 1985 launch, but the CIA 
-study warns: “Any problem in the ! 
space shuttle could prevent the 
launch of the improved system on 
schedule, and since there is no back- 
up whatsoever, the United States 
could be completely blinded with no 
overhead photoreconnaissance capa- 
bility at all in the mid-1980s.” 

The report, a copy of which was 
obtained by my associate Dale Van 
Atta. emphasized that ‘all satellites 
in the new system -must work -or the 
United States will be blind." 

Noting that “ground and see col- 
lection stations are grossly inade- 
quate” as well, the report concludes 
that the only way to “catch up .for 
losses” in our intelligence-collection 
arsenal from 1975 to 1980 is an an- 
nual increase of SI. 5 billion for the 
program through 1985. Some of the 
report’s recommendations are now 
being acted on. I am told. 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/05 : CIA-RDP90-00965R0001 001 5001 2-5 



